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TideLines District prepares for PSSA testing

Navy corpsman 
visits PAHS on 
Veterans Day

Boy Scout 
completes project to 
become Eagle Scout

School district 
creates anti-drug 
coalition to battle 
drug abuse

High school 
introduces club to 
help students with 
homework
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By: Kimberly Kroznuski 
and Adalie Zanis

PAHS Sophomore and  
Freshman

A major responsibility 
that was brought 

upon all students and 
teachers in the Pottsville 
Area School District 
was the PSSA — The 
Pennsylvania System of 
School Assessment. 
 Though these tests 
tended to cause stress 
among the student 
body, teachers in all 
three buildings worked 
hard to prepare their 
students for the PSSA. 
New programs and 
methods of teaching 
seemed to have a 
positive impact on the 
kids, and they also gave 
the teachers a view of 
what the students were 
doing well as well as 
what areas they needed 
to improve upon. 
 One method that all 
three schools adopted 
was benchmark testing. 
 “We have three 
benchmark tests 
throughout the year,” 
Mrs. Tiffany Reedy, 
D.H.H. Lengel Middle 
School principal, said. 
“We use them to predict 
how well the students 
will perform on the 
PSSAs.”
 New methods of 
studies were used in 
the elementary building 
to prepare for PSSA 
testing.
 “We also use PSSA 

Congratulations to the 
following students 
who have been se-
lected to participate in 
the following events.

Men’s Symposium
Timothy Wolfe
Stephen Delinko
Sava Shoemaker 
Colin Kelley
James Harris
Daniel Brown

Women’s Sympo-
sium
Richael Stoltz
Olivia Aguilera
Marcelle McCabe
Jacqueline Lenick
Maria Naradko 
Paige Vandermeer
Alison Gudzinas 
Alexis Schwalm

Hugh O’Brian Lead-
ership Seminar
Catherine Mahon 
Jacob Tarconish 

Daughters of the 
American Revolu-
tion Good Citizen-
ship Award
Delilah Miske 

Comcast Scholar-
ship
Kelsey Shanoskie

The Symposiums and 
the Hugh O’Brian Sem-
inar will be covered in 
depth in a later issue 
of Wavelengths.
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coach books and 
we’ve realigned 
curriculums to state 
standards to better 
prepare the students,” 
Dr. Jeffrey Zwiebel, 
John S. Clarke 
Elementary principal, 
said.
 Both the elementary 
and middle school 
used gimmicks and 
acronyms to teach 
kids fun and easy ways 
to understand the 
PSSA. For example, 
the teachers might 

have based a day’s 
lessons on the 
sayings: ‘A good 
student Chex his or 
her answers’ and end 
the day with a bag of 
Chex Mix.
 “By using these 
sayings every day, 
it teaches the kids 
the importance of 
being in school and 
succeeding,” Mrs. 
Debbie Karpovich, 
D.H.H. Lengel special 
education teacher, 
said. 

 Mrs. Karpovich 
led a program at the 
elementary school for 
parents of third and 
fourth graders who 
were new to the PSSA. 
 “We like to ease 
the parents about the 
PSSAs by teaching 
them about the tests 
and how they can help 
prepare their kids,” 
Mrs. Karpovich said. 
 This year’s testing 
dates can be found on 
the calendar on page 
8.

GUIDE — With PSSA testing rapidly approaching, junior Tessa Zawada meets with Mrs. Mary Beth 
Conville, guidance counselor, to make extra preparations for the test. The tests will take place 
throughout the months of March and April and will be taken by students in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 
and 11 at JSC, Lengel and PAHS. 

Photo by William morris
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Veterans day presentation gives students new perspective

What  would 
an E6 Navy 

corpsman be doing in 
a Pottsville Area High 
School classroom? 
This corpsman gave 
a Veterans Day 
presentation to Mrs. 
Leslie Kraft’s English 9 
students. The program 
was started by Mrs. 
Kraft, PAHS English 
teacher, who had seen 
Mr. Mark Atkinson 
speak on Memorial 
Day. She thought 
that the first-hand 
experience would 
increase the kids’ 
knowledge of both 
military veterans and 
interviewing that they 
would need for an 
upcoming project.
 “The question and 
answer time with Mr. 

Atkinson allowed 
students to hone their 
interview skills for the 
research project they 
were beginning,” Mrs. 
Kraft said. 
 Mr. Atkinson visited 
the classes by Mrs. 
Kraft’s request. The 
students were working 
on a documented 
essay and his visit 
helped them learn 
about the use of 
primary sources in 
their projects.
 “It’s better to listen 
to someone in person 
because when you are 
able to ask someone 
questions, you learn 
exactly what you want 
to know,” freshman 
Drielle Bondura said.
 Beside the 
information he 
provided the classes 
about military service, 
the students learned 
the importance and 
relevance that a 
primary source can 

have on a project. One 
of the reasons he was 
asked to present was 
to teach the classes 
that their projects 
could be bettered by 
using other interviews 
and sources, such as 
diaries and letters. 
 “I liked to hear 
from someone who 
experiences those 
things, rather than 
just reading about it. I 
learned how important 
eye contact is when 
asking questions,” 
freshman Kassidy 
Bowers said. 
 While the 
presentation was 
mainly for the English 
9 classes’ benefit, 
and information, many 
other students sat 
in during lunches, 
study halls and free 
periods to listen to 
Mr. Atkinson’s story. 
Seniors Ty Gardner 
and Dan Strenkoski 
and freshman Kat 
Schweikert were 
among the students 
who stopped in to hear 
the speaker. 
 “I thought it was 
really cool that he took 
his time to come in and 
tell us about his life,” 
Schweikert said.
 The classes 
spent many periods 
preparing their 
interviewing and 
communication skills 
with both Mrs. Kraft 
and Mrs. Lillian Hobbs, 
PAHS librarian, before 
Mr. Atkinson visited. 
The kids were then 
given the chance to 
put their interviewing 
practice to the test 
when they asked him 
questions pertaining to 
his work. 
 “We worked on 
interview questions 
and we talked about 
the importance of 

paying attention to 
the speaker,” Mrs. 
Hobbs said. “Then 
the students had 
the opportunity to 
practice their interview 
questions on me by 
asking me questions 
about my life.” 
 His presentation 
was about his work 
in preventing drug 
trade money from 
being funneled to Iraqi 
and Afghani terrorist 
groups. He explained 
how students could do 
more than send care 
packages to support 
military families, they 
could cut off the 
supply of money to 
drug dealers. 
 “I think the most 
beneficial part of the 
program was the 
students getting an 
understanding of what 
it is the military does 
and how fragile the 
peace process is in 
the Middle East,” Mr. 
Atkinson said. 
 He also talked about 
his experiences in the 
military and explained 
how to show respect 
to veterans. Aside from 

Photo by Colleen brennan

LEARN – Listening attentively, English 9 students take 
notes on Mr. Mark Atkinson’s  speech given Veterans 
Day for several classes. These students and many others 
stayed after class to shake his hand and ask more 
questions that they couldn’t fit into the class period.                                                                                                                                          

By: Sammi Weiss
PAHS Junior

the useful information, 
his military tales were 
just as important to 
some students. 
 “It was a lot 
more interesting 
to hear about the 
military from a real 
person,” freshman 
Taryn Kitchenman 
said. “I liked getting 
a response to my 
questions.” 
 The program was 
well received by all 
the students who 
enjoyed Mr. Atkinson’s 
speech and may be 
repeated next year for 
the upcoming English 
9 students. Mrs. Kraft 
also agreed that she 
enjoyed the program.
 “This first-hand 
account had a 
powerful impact on 
many students,” Mrs. 
Kraft said. “After 
each presentation, 
students in every class 
waited in line to shake 
his hand and offer 
thanks for his service. 
Some students even 
stayed for a second 
presentation to ask 
[Mr. Atkinson] more 
questions.” 

Photo by Colleen brennan

POINT – Visiting PAHS, Mr. Mark Atkinson, who is a member of 
the United States Navy, shows the students one of the many 
countries where his career has taken him. “I enjoyed working 
with the students and helping to educate them,” Mr. Atkinson 
said.  “I think it is important to do as much to help the younger 
generations deveolp respect for the militay and its veterans.” 
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Dear Members of the Community,

Give your children more family time

Dr. James T. Gallagher
Superintendent

Dr. James T. Gallagher

Have you ever been a 
participant in a conversation 
like this? 
“How was your day?”
“Fine.”
“What did you do in school?”
“Nothing.”

I think we’ve all been there. We are a nation of very 
busy people. Our jobs keep us extremely busy, and 
family obligations compound our problems with time. 
Parents of young children have become short-order 
cooks, providing meals on wheels between basketball 
practice and swimming lessons. Piano lessons and scout 
meetings rule the schedule of events for many evenings 
in households with children in every community in this 
decade. We feel that it is our obligation to provide every 
opportunity for each of our children during their formative 
years. We are striving to be outstanding parents, but we 
are absolutely exhausted! 

I am a firm believer in extracurricular activities, and I 
truly believe that it is these activities that makes a well-
rounded student; however, I also believe in moderation. 
Some parents, while trying to provide every opportunity 
for their children, forget the importance of quality 

family time. Sometimes in the hustle and bustle of our 
children’s everyday schedules, it is the most valuable 
things we sacrifice. An evening family meal in which 
everyone participates and shares his/her news of the 
day is probably more valuable to your children than any 
outside event that you feel might perhaps enrich his/her 
life.

The most important thing you can give your child is 
yourself. In our whirlwind lives these days, while we’re 
organizing all the activities that we want to provide 
for our youngsters, we often forget to take the time 
to have family fun. Sometimes all it takes is renting a 
DVD, making popcorn and spending some time enjoying 
an evening at home. When children see that they’re 
important enough for you to spend relaxing, fun time 
with them, they realize that you’re with them because 
you want to be. There’s no greater gift you can give 
them.

Very Sincerely,

By: Kim Kroznuski

PAHS Sophomore

Senior earns highest Boy Scouts of America honor

Since the 
introduction of 

the Eagle Scout 
award in 1911, over 
two million young 
men have achieved 
this prestigious rank. 
Senior Mike Denchy is 
now one of them. He 
recently was accepted 
by the scouting 
council to receive 
this highest award 
attainable in Boy 
Scouting.
 “To attain the Eagle 
Scout, [one] has to 
do a service project 
that impacts the 
community and shows 
that a person can lead 
others,” Denchy said. 
 As his way of 
proving that he can be 

 According to Eagle 
Scout guidelines, one’s 
community service 
project and application 
have to be completed 
before the 18th birthday, 
which proved to be 
a tricky deadline for 
Denchy.
 “I cut it kind of close 
with submitting the 
application,” Denchy 
said. 
 He sent it in a 
mere week before his 
birthday, but regardless 
of the close encounter 
with deadlines, Denchy 
was interviewed and 
accepted for the  Eagle 
Scout. 
 “It’s something that 
will follow with me my 
whole life,” he said. 
The award can be put 
on college applications 
and resumes as an 

a leader, he restored the 
Third Brigade Band Hall 
in Pottsville.
 “I wanted to help 
the band out, and the 
building was in terrible 
condition,” Denchy said.
 In the three weeks it 
took him to complete 
his project, he cleaned 
the floors, reorganized 
rooms, repainted the 
back wall of the building 
and put up borders 
around the window-
shaped indents in the 
walls.
 Throughout the 
project, he recorded 
his progress and the 
hours he spent working 
until its completion. 
These records had to be 
reported to his scouting 
council along with an 
application for close 
evaluation.

RESTORE — Senior Mike Denchy’s three-week project included 
the cleaning, reorganizing, painting and fixing the Third Brigade 
Band Hall in order to attain the Eagle Scout rank.

Photo by GraCie Casey

achievement. 
 “Many other 
recipients of the award 
have been rewarded 
scholarships for having 
included the award on 
such applications,” 
Denchy said.

 Denchy will be 
awarded the honor at 
a troop dinner at the 
Port Carbon Banquet 
Hall and Tassone’s 
Catering. The 
ceremony was planned 
for March 27. 
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By: Lauren Blum and 
      Molly Zwiebel 

Ecosystem project familiarizes students with PA habitats 

Did you know that 
Pennsylvania 

has four different 
ecosystems? Any 
one of Mrs. Susan 
Ebling’s third grade 
classes could tell you 
this fact at the drop of 
a hat. After spending 
time learning about 
ecosystems in their 
science lessons, each 
student produced 
a project about a 
Pennsylvania-native 
animal and its habitat. 
 “The students were 
required to choose 
an animal they were 
interested in within 
the Pennsylvania 
ecosystem,” Mrs. 
Ebling said.
 The criteria for the 

vegetation.
 “I had a lot of 
fun making my 
ecosystem,” third 
grader Caleb Reedy 
said.
 The use of 
technology in 
the projects was 
something that had 
not been done in years 
prior.
 “Students are 
now using internet 
resources, computers 
for typing and 
PowerPoint for their 
projects,” Mrs. Ebling 
said. 
 The students’ 
hard work was 
apparent in the 
way they presented 
their habitats made 
out of shoeboxes, 
informative essays, 
PowerPoints and 

report section of the 
project included the 
name of the animal, a 
detailed description 
of the habitat of the 
animal, at least ten 
facts and whether their 
animal was nocturnal 
or diurnal.
 “I provided all 
supplies that students 
could have needed 
to  work the projects 
such as posters, 
shoe boxes and 
construction paper,” 
Mrs. Ebling said. 
 The habitat portion 
of the project needed 
to include the 
environment in which 
the animal lives, other 
animals that lived in 
the same environment 
and living and non-
living things such 
as plants and other 

DISPLAY — Third grade student Dalton Mates shows his 
ecosystem project to classmates.  These projects were about 
the different Pennsylvania ecosystems each student selected 
to study.

Photo by Molly Zwiebel

JSC embraces 100th day with celebrations and crafts 

ENJOY —  Mrs. Kelly Devine’s first grade class celebrates 
the day by doing arts and crafts and wearing “100” glasses 
to commemorate it. The event was meant to get the students 
actively involved in their education with games and activities. 

Photo by Maria Naradko

For some students, 
the 100th day of 

school meant 100 
days closer to summer 
vacation. For the first 
graders who celebrated 
the 100th day, it was 
much more than that.
 “I feel happy it is the 
100th Day because 
I like being 100 days 
smarter,” first grader 
Adam Matakonis said.
 First graders at JSC 
Elementary completed 
various activities 
pertaining to the 100th 
day. Many teachers 
incorporated both fun 
and education to make 
the 100th Day more 
school friendly as well 
as fun for the kids.
 “My favorite thing is 
when we had to draw 

different color dots 
until we got to 100,” 
first grader Zoe Holden 
said.
 Mrs. Joanne Mercuri, 
first grade teacher, 
had her class find 
anything in their house 
that they had 100 of 
and put it into a bag. 
The students then 
wrote clues on the 
back of their bag so 
their classmates could 
guess what was in the 
bag.
 “The 100th day is 
good because I like 
to collect 100 things 
and it is fun because 
you get to make 
necklaces,” first grader 
Malikie Baser said.
 Mrs. Melissa Joyce’s 
classroom  worked on 
educational exercises 

such as counting to 
100 and making hats.
 “I like when we write 
100 words because we 
read a book about it,” 
Aiden Kostyal said.
 Along with 
educational exercises, 
some teachers also 
had parties. Hats and 
glasses were crafts 
made to support the 
100th day.
 “The parties, 
presents and special 
activities are really fun, 
but the party is my 
favorite,” Brody Boris 
said.
 Most students 
agreed that the best 
part of the 100th day 
celebration was how 
involved the teachers 
were with the students.
 “My job is to make 

the 100th day exciting 
and meaningful and 
to show them all they 
have learned in those 
100 days,” Mrs. Joyce 
said.
 Not only students but 

teachers as well liked 
to see their classes 
so involved in their 
education and taking 
an interest in the 
100th day. of school 
for their students. 

By: Amber Berdanier

PAHS Junior

poster boards.
  “Each student worked 
hard and most have 
gotten A’s so far,” Ebling 
said.
 The projects showed 
the personalities and 
creativity of the students 

and displayed their 
interests in the different 
ecosystems.
 “It was really fun 
making my ecosystem 
project on turtles,” 
third grader Madison 
Roshannon said.

PAHS Junior and 
Sophomore
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By: Erin Meehan

PAHS Junior

Technology Center recognizes Honor Society Inductee

The end of the 
semester was not 

just any ordinary day 
for some Pottsville 
Area High School 
scholars. Pupils who 
attend the North 
and South Schuylkill 
Technology Centers 
have finished another 
year of learning their 
trade.
 In addition to 
learning a specific 
trade, scholars at the 
Schuylkill Technology 
Centers had the 
opportunity to be 
inducted into the 
National Technical 
Honor Society and 
receive a variety of 
awards at the Senior 
Awards Ceremony. 

 As a Schuylkill 
Technology student 
at the North Campus, 
Carpency learned 
about his specific 
trade for one semester 
each year. 
 Along with 
Carpency’s 
achievement, other 
PAHS pupils achieved 
awards of their own. 
Junior Demi Baker 
was awarded her 
certification as a 
nursing assistant.
 “I learned about the 
body, nursing skills, 
safety and medical 
terminology to become 
certified as a nursing 
assistant,” Baker said. 
 Two PAHS seniors 
also received awards. 
Taylor Major received 
the Perfect Attendance 
Award and Trisha 

The induction for 
NTHS was held in 
late December and 
the Senior Awards 
ceremony was held 
January 12 at the 
Schuylkill Technology 
Center North Campus 
which provided a 
chance for Pottsville 
Area peers attending 
the technology center 
during the “A” cycle to 
be recognized for their 
accomplishments in 
their trade.
 Junior Cody 
Carpency was 
inducted into the 
National Technical 
Honor Society. 
 “I felt accomplished 
that someone like 
myself could be 
inducted into the 
NTHS,” Carpency 
said.

TIGHTEN — Junior and heating and plumbing student Cody 
Carpency fastens one of his projects during his semester at 
the Schuylkill Technology center. 

Photo by kiaNNa Fiscus

Culbert received the 
Outstanding Senior 
Award, given to STC  
students who have 
shown a good attitude, 
excellent grades and 
attendance.

 “I felt very honored 
to receive this award. 
It was nice to know 
that all of my hard 
work at the Schuylkill 
Technology Center  
paid off,” Culbert said.

By: Lauren Brilla 
PAHS Junior

Tide Task Force Coalition aims to improve drug education 

The Pottsville Area 
School District has 

recently formed a drug 
and alcohol committee 
called the Tide Task 
Force Coalition.
 “The drug and 
alcohol coalition is 
comprised of district 
staff and community 
members who want 
to educate on the 
dangers of illegal 
drugs, alcohol and 
prescription drugs.” Dr. 
Jeffrey Zwiebel, John 
S. Clarke Principal, 
said.
 Dr. Zwiebel is the 
chairperson of the 
coalition, while Mrs. 
Ann Blankenhorn 
serves as the Co-
Chairperson and Ms. 
Michelle Grabusky, 
Pottsville Area High 

community and in the 
schools,” Ms. Michelle 
Grabusky said.
    An informational 
meeting was held 
November 9, 2010. 
The board spoke 
to parents of the 
community, and also 
in attendance were 
Pottsville Police and 
the guidance staff from 
Pottsville Area High 
School.
 “The meetings 
average about forty 
people. The goals 
for the coalition are 
to provide better 
education in the 
dangers of substance 
and alcohol abuse,” 
Dr. Zwiebel said.
 The first activity 
planned was National 
Prescription Drug 
Take Back Day, which 
will be held Saturday, 

School Guidance 
Counselor, as the 
secretary.
 “To form the 
coalition we met with 
Mrs. Diane Rowland, 
the prevention 
services coordinator, 
last spring. She served 
as a liaison for us and 
Dr. Gallagher offered 
help too,” Dr. Zwiebel 
said.
    The board 
memebers had high 
ambitions for the 
coalition and wanted 
to help the community 
as much as possible.
     “To come from 
the program I would 
like to see parental 
involvement; it’s 
hard to get parents 
involved. I would also 
like to see a decrease 
in substance and 
alcohol abuse in the 

DISCUSS — After the latest Tide Task Force Coalition meeting, 
Dr. Jeffrey Zwiebel and Mrs. Ann Blankenhorn talk over the plans 
for the next meeting.

Photo by Molly Zwiebel

April 30. The day is 
sponsored by the 
Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA). 
Drug Take Back Day 
is planned to get the 
community involved 
and aware of the 
coalition.

 “The coalition is off 
to a great start and 
we are very pleased 
with it. The members 
involved hope for as 
much community 
involvement as 
possible,” Dr. Zwiebel 
said.
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By: Joshua Kovich
PAHS Junior

New Homework Club improves grades among students

During December, 
the Pottsville 

Area High School 
Guidance Department 
and various teachers 
created a Homework 
Club for all high school 
students.
  “We saw a need 
to help students have 
extra time to complete 
homework, Study 
Island and projects,” 
Mrs. Mary Beth 
Conville, Guidance 
Counselor, said.
 The club met 
Tuesdays and 
Thursdays after school 
until 3:30 p.m. During 
this time period, 
students in attendance 
had the chance to 
work on homework 
and get help from 
teachers in subjects 

as I am right now 
without the club. It 
has given me help and 
provided someone to 
help demonstrate the 
topics that I’m currently 
learning in class,” 
freshman Kassandra 
Frew said.
 To go along with the 
teachers who assisted 
the students having 
difficulty, peer tutors 
also attended the 
meetings and lent a 
hand to the members.
 “I like being able to 
help out other students 
with anything I can. 
Most of them normally 
wouldn’t ask for 
help, but after a few 
sessions, they’re caught 
up their classmates,” 
senior Alexander 
Williams said.
 Due to the continued 
success of each club 
meeting, the Homework 

that were causing them 
difficulty.
 “I believe that the 
club is going well. There 
are many students 
that came to receive 
tutoring or just to get 
their homework done,” 
Miss Lloren Reichert, 
Spanish teacher, said.
 The amount of 
students who came 
to the club’s meeting 
numbered around 
25. Each came with 
various assignments 
that needed to be 
completed or that they 
simply needed extra 
help with.
 For some students, 
the club provided 
invaluable time that 
allowed attendees to 
increase their grades 
or finish homework 
assignments.
 “I wouldn’t be able 
to be doing as well 

DISCUSS — During a Tuesday session of the Homework Club, 
freshman Richard Torpey reviews an assignment with Miss 
Brianne Mahoney. The club provided any student with the 
opportunity for extra help.

Photo by Kianna Fiscus

High school math students participate in competition 

EXCEL— Six PAHS math students attended the annual 
Bloomsburg Math Competition. They included: FRONT ROW:  
junior Daniel Cheuk, sophomores Dominic Direnzo and Jacob 
Tarconish. BACK ROW:  sophomore Nicole Stephens, seniors 
Martin Melochick and Kristian Zanis. 

Photo by Edward Vaz 

Journeying to 
Bloomsburg 

University for the 
second year in a row, 
sophomores Dominick 
Direnzo, Jacob 
Tarconish, Kevin Wang 
and Nicole Stephens, 
juniors Jenna Mickonis 
and Daniel Cheuk 
and seniors Marty 
Melochick and Kristian 
Zanis practiced for 
the Bloomsburg Math 
Competition.
 “I selected kids that 
would be interested in 
going and would do 
well” Mr. David Sterner, 
calculus teacher, said.
 Many of the 
competitors who 
attended the event 
were proud of their 

results compared to the 
previous year.
 “Overall we did a 
lot better than last 
year. We got into more 
advanced rounds and 
answered more difficult 
problems,” Cheuk said.
 Math was not 
the only reason for 
attending. Students 
connected with others 
from different schools 
or even met up with old 
friends.
 “I was reunited with 
a few of my friends 
that attend different 
schools and I liked 
being challenged with 
math problems more 
difficult than the ones I 
am used to,” Mickonis 
said.
 Along with competing 
at a higher level, these 
scholars also used the 

competition as practice 
and a way to put their 
math skills to the test. 
 “It was a great 
experience because 
it allowed my 
teammates and I to 
test our math skills 
and compare them 
with others for various 
schools throughout 
Pennsylvania,” 
Melochick said.
 Although these 
students were picked 
for their math skills 
and their interest in the 
subject, some of the 
competitors had doubts 
or even were struck 
with nervousness by 
the competition, but still 
continued to compete 
and try their best.
 “I was happy to be 
asked to compete, but 
I was also very nervous 

because I wasn’t sure if 
I would know any of the 
topics,” Mickonis said.
 Melochick felt 
honored to be selected 
to compete out of many 
other math students 
throughout the school.

 “I felt very enthused 
and honored to be 
one of only eight 
students in the school 
to be selected to 
be a part the math 
team my senior year,” 
Melochick said. 

By: Amber Berdanier

PAHS Junior

Club gained more 
members and the 
teachers planned to 
continue their actions 
for years to come.
 “I would like to see 
more students join  
and improve their 

grades,” Mrs. Conville 
said. “This group is 
a great opportunity 
and I’m glad we can 
offer this program and 
that so many students 
have joined us to make 
it the success it is.”

 
 



Wavelengths 7MARCH 2011

By Samantha Weiss

PAHS Junior

Eighth grade art student draws with Disney animators 
“She worked really hard 
and they should see 
how well she did.”
 Devonish started 
drawing when she was 
only about two years 
old and even then her 
artwork surpassed that 
of other kids her age. 
Now she works mostly 
on anime and pixel 
artwork. Several of her 
pieces have been on 
display at the school art 
show. 
 “She is a wonderful 
kid and extremely 
talented,” Mrs. Borsuk 
said. “I hope that once 
people hear about the 
contest they will realize 
her ability.” 
 After high school 
she wants to attend 
an art school to further 
her ability She has not 
begun to think about 
schools, but knows she 

won among all those 
students, that was really 
cool,” Devonish said.
 After Devonish won 
the international art 
contest sponsored by 
Sunoco, her mother 
contacted Disney 
studios and told them 
about her daughter’s 
promise in art. They 
scheduled a meeting 
and last February, 
Brevyne and her mother 
flew to Orlando for a 
week. She met with and 
worked alongside the 
Disney Imagineers to 
create new animated 
characters for Disney 
television shows and 
the theme parks. 
 “Most of the school 
doesn’t even know 
about the contest 
Brevyne won,” Mrs. 
Kimberly Borsuk, D.H.H. 
Lengel art teacher, said. 

SHADE — By drawing characters such as the one above,  
Brevyne Devonish shows her promise in animation. Last 
February, she worked alongside Disney Imagineers, the creators 
of the franchise’s cherished characters, for a week. 

Photo by Molly zwiEbEl 

will attend college with 
an art major. However, 
college or not, Brevyne 
has an open invitation 
to come back to 
work for Disney as an 
official Imagineer after 
she graduates from 
high school.

 “I hope I have 
inspired other kids to 
follow their dreams 
because they can come 
true,” Devonish said. 
“I want others to learn 
from me and keep 
working and developing 
their talents.”

By: Samantha Weiss
PAHS Junior

Lengel trade fair teaches fifth graders bartering skills
Mrs. Hoppe said. 
 This year students 
made many different 
items, which ranged 
from popsicle stick 
picture frames to 
croqueted doilies and 
stress balls to toys that 
they could trade with 
friends.
 “I think the 
marshmallow shooter 
was the most fun,” fifth 
grader Collin Ebling 
said. 
 The students were 
expected to accept, 
reject and negotiate 
trades so that they 
could purchase 
products they wanted 
from other kids. They 
made signs to advertise 
their wares to the nearly 
55 other students who 
were trading at one 
time. 
 “I always love the 

used to.
 “I learned that not all 
trades work out. With 
money you can buy 
whatever you want,” 
fifth grader Max Kelly 
said. “If you want to 
get something with 
bartering, you may not 
be able to get it for the 
item you have to trade.”
 This program was 
brought to D.H.H. 
Lengel by Mrs. Amy 
Digris and Mrs. 
Marilouise Hoppe. What 
started out with only 
one section of students 
in a single classroom 
now encompasses 
the whole fifth grade 
and was held in the 
cafeteria.
  “It gives them a 
real life situation and 
teaches them what role 
bartering played in the 
history of our country,”

TRADE  — Fifth graders and teachers relax behind their stands 
while they wait for customers to come to trade at their tables. 
They bartered for items that were as common as bouncy balls 
and as unique as a homemade lava lamp. 
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cleverness of the 
products and the kids 
are so proud of what 
they have come up 
with,” Mrs. Digris said.
 The event that took 
most of the morning 
January 28 will be 

repeated next year 
for the new group of 
fifth graders and for 
many following. As in 
each previous year, 
the event’s timing will 
be dictated by the 
completion of the story.

It wasn’t always easy 
to get the things we 

take for granted every 
day,” Mrs. Beverly 
Houtz, fifth grade 
teacher, said. “I think 
this is the most valuable 
lesson the kids learn 
from the trade fair.”
 Mrs. Houtz was 
referring to the D.H.H. 
Lengel annual trade fair 
that took place when 
the fifth grade classes 
finished a story on the 
history of money. They 
covered the evolution of 
money from bartering to 
gold pieces to modern 
bills. The event gave the 
students the chance to 
buy homemade items 
by bartering instead 
of the traditional use 
of money that they are 

While most kids 
dreamed of going 

to Disney World to meet 
the characters from 
their favorite movies, 
eighth grader Brevyne 
Devonish didn’t dream 
of meeting them, she 
wanted to draw them. 
With a pencil and a 
plane ticket, she took 
these aspirations to 
the next level. Her 
artistic ability provided 
her the chance not 
only to fly to Disney 
World in Orlando, 
Florida, to meet the 
Imagineers but also to 
work with them on new 
animations. 
 “The contest 
was national and 
international, so when 
I found out that I had 
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March
2 — Read Across 
America Day
7-13 — National 
Foreign Language 
Week
7-10 — Kindergarten 
Registration - JSC 
Main Lobby
10 — PAHS Parent/
Teacher Conferences 
6-8 p.m.
12 — SAT at Pottsville
14-25 — PSSA Math 
and Reading Testing 
for 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 
7th, 8th and 11th 
grades
19 — Schuylkill 
County Band Festival 
- Tamaqua H.S. 2 p.m.

18-20 — PAHS Drama 
Club Spring Musical 
Performances
25 — Annual Civics 
Day Celebration at 
Lengel
28-1 — PSSA Writing 
Testing for 5th, 8th 
and 11th grade
April
4-8 — PSSA Science 
Testing for 4th, 8th 
and 11th grades
9 — Junior County 
Band Festival - Pine 
Grove M.S. 2 p.m.
10-14 — Kindergarten 
Screening at JSC
11 — Lengel PTO 
Planning Meeting - 7 
p.m.
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